
PETTICAN Wilfred Frank  

 

 Seaman : Royal Naval Reserve : H.M.S. Rawalpindi 

Date of Death: 23/11/1939  

Service No: C/6072D  

The 1911 Census shows Wilfred Frank Pettican was born in1905.  Frank as he was known had been an engineer 

on yachts. Two other members of the crew of HMS Rawalpindi  also came from Tollesbury :- Anthony 

Seabrook  &  Hector Ingate. Both  Hector &  frank were keen fishermen and yachtsmen. . Both spent the winter 

months fishing. 

 

  

P&O liner on the London, Bombay and Far East routes. At the outbreak of World War 11 the ship was taken 

over and converted to an armed merchant cruiser. While on patrol between Iceland and the Faroes she was 

attacked by the German battle cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. Hopelessly outmatched she attempted to 

escape into a nearby fog bank. With her bridge and wireless-room destroyed and completely at the mercy of the 

enemy ships it was decided to abandon the vessel. The casualties on board the Rawalpindi amounted to 275 

dead including her commander Captain Kennedy and 39 other officers. Twenty-two crewmembers were taken 

prisoner by the German warships. The blazing Rawalpindi drifted for three hours before sinking. 

  

  



 

Scharnhorst 

  

& Gneisnau 

  

 

1939-45 War Star; Atlantic Star; 1939-45 War Medal  

  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 34, 

1. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of 

commemorating those members of the Royal Navy who had no known 

grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no permanent 

memorial could be provided. An Admiralty committee recommended that 

the three manning ports in Great Britain - Chatham, Plymouth and 

Portsmouth - should each have an identical memorial of unmistakable 

naval form, an obelisk, which would serve as a leading mark for shipping. 



The memorials were designed by Sir Robert Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount of 

work for the Commission, with sculpture by Henry Poole. After the Second World War it was decided that the 

naval memorials should be extended to provide space for commemorating the naval dead without graves of that 

war, but since the three sites were dissimilar, a different architectural treatment was required for each. The 

architect for the Second World War extension at Chatham was Sir Edward Maufe (who also designed the Air 

Forces memorial at Runnymede) and the additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler and William McMillan. 

Chatham Naval Memorial commemorates 8,514 sailors of the First World War and 10,098 of the Second World 

War. No. of Identified Casualties: 18613 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 
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Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


